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2. Metro Vancouver and Policy Context

3. Project Timelines and Phases
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b) Tools and Options

c) Implementation

4. Next Steps
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METRO VANCOUVER LEGAL ENTITIES AND SERVICES
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HISTORICAL POLICY CONTEXT
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CURRENT REGIONAL POLICY CONTEXT
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Action 3.2.3 for Metro Vancouver to manage Metro                    

Vancouver assets and collaborate with member                       

jurisdictions, First Nations, and other agencies to:

c) identify a regional green infrastructure network that connects ecosystems 

and builds on existing local networks, while maximizing resilience, 

biodiversity, and human health benefits; and

d) prepare Implementation Guidelines to support a regional green 

infrastructure network and to assist with the protection, enhancement, and 

restoration of ecosystems.

METRO 2050



METRO 2050
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And regional targets to:

O



CURRENT REGIONAL POLICY CONTEXT
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1111

23 regional parks

3 regional park 

reserves

5 regional 

greenways

13,938 hectares of 

regional park land

~5% of region

+17% in LSCR 

and water supply 

areas

Regional Parks and Greenways
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REGIONAL NATURAL INFRASTRUCTURE NETWORK
Project Phases and Timelines
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Early 

Engagement

First Nations, RPAC-

ENV, RPAC, and SILG

Tools and 

Options*

• Tools research

• Financing Advisory 

Committee – Two meetings

Implementation 

Guidelines*

• Scoping soon

• Guidelines Advisory 

Committee – Two meetings

• Updating ‘Connecting the 

Dots’

* Co-funded with ECCC Priority Places grant

Implementation, 

Monitoring & Reporting
Identification / Mapping

• Technical Advisory Committee - Six meetings

• Methodology Review

• Map Review Workshop in early 2024

• Online Map Review

• Analysis and map refinements with the RGIN TAC

• Draft RNIN Opportunity Map – Summer 2025

• Final RNIN Opportunity Map (baseline)



PHASE 2: NETWORK MAPPING
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Methodology guided by a Technical Advisory Committee

AcademicsFirst Nations

Consultants

Metro 
Vancouver

Other
Federal 

government

Conservation 
groups

Municipalities



PHASE 2: NETWORK MAPPING
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Ecosystem Connectivity ImportanceSensitive Ecosystem Inventory Land Cover Classification

Key datasets used



Key and hub patches for 11 species guilds
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PHASE 2: NETWORK MAPPING



PHASE 2: NETWORK MAPPING

Patches

• Major: >10ha, >0.25ha of refuge area 
(>100m from urban edge), high connectivity 
rating

• Minor: >0.5ha, <0.25ha of refuge area, lower 
connectivity rating, but still important

• Golf courses >25% tree canopy

• Developed areas and buildings removed

Corridors

• Habitat and Foreshore - between major 
patches

• Least-cost paths - difficulty of movement 
and barriers

• Professional judgement
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PHASE 2: NETWORK MAPPING 

Protected Areas

• Parks and protected areas datasets from 
member jurisdictions

• Metro Vancouver Regional Park 
Boundaries

• Canadian Protected and Conserved 
Areas Database

• BC Parks, Ecological Reserves, and 
Protected Areas

• Conservation covenants (where mapped)
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A NETWORK OPPORTUNITY MAP

• A tool to help inform planning and                                                                                           

conservation decisions

• NOT regulatory

• NOT a land use designation

Layers to be included
• Patches and corridors

• Protected patches

• Local networks

• Critical habitat

• Species at risk occurrences

• Area plans (patches already planned for development)

• Agricultural Land Reserve

• Metro 2050 Regional Land Use Designations

What is it?
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PHASE 3: TOOLS AND OPTIONS

• Requested by member jurisdictions; co-funded by 

ECCC

• Recommended tools from various toolkits (Green 

Bylaws, Climate-Ready Communities, others)

• Potential innovative financing options for:

- Local governments

- Non-profit organizations / trusts

- First Nations

- Regional-scale fund
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https://stewardshipcentrebc.ca/PDF_docs/GreenBylaws/GreenBylawsToolkit_3rdEdition_2021.pdf
https://stewardshipcentrebc.ca/PDF_docs/GreenBylaws/GreenBylawsToolkit_3rdEdition_2021.pdf
https://sierraclub.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Web-Single-page-Climate-ready-communities-a-toolkit-for-local-government-Sierra-Club-BC-2025.pdf
https://sierraclub.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Web-Single-page-Climate-ready-communities-a-toolkit-for-local-government-Sierra-Club-BC-2025.pdf
https://sierraclub.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Web-Single-page-Climate-ready-communities-a-toolkit-for-local-government-Sierra-Club-BC-2025.pdf


PHASE 3: TOOLS AND OPTIONS

• Guided by a Finance Advisory Committee 
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PHASE 4: IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES

21

• Update requested by member jurisdictions; co-funded by ECCC

• Building on ‘Connecting the Dots’

• New info that may be included:
o Indigenous perspectives

o Local Green/Ecological/Natural Habitat Networks

o RNIN Opportunity Map

o Clarify roles

o Tools and funding options for local governments, First Nations,                                                   

and NGOs

o Update local case studies

• Scoping will start soon
o Needed: Volunteers for the Guidelines Advisory Committee

https://metrovancouver.org/services/regional-planning/Documents/connecting-the-dots.pdf


NEXT STEPS

• Kick-off the Guidelines 

Advisory Committee

• Finalize the Opportunity 

Map

• Complete financing options 

report

• Update ‘Connecting the 

Dots’ by mid-2026
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RGIN@metrovancouver.org
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